Vernhams Dean Parish Council

	MINUTES OF MEETING
	: 9th September 2013

	TIME OF MEETING
	: 7.30 p.m.

	venue of meeting
	: Millennium Hall Vernham Dean

	Type of meeting
	: ORDINARY

	present
	: Mrs M PErry (MP)

	
	: mr h watkins (HW)

	
	: MRS J DRURY (JD)

	
	: Mr M Knight (MK)

	
	: MRS D BRIGNELL

	
	: Mr r winch (rw)

	Chaired by
	: mr j garbutt (jg)

	in attendance
	: Mrs K Nightingale (KN)

:Ms K Slawska

	Parishioners
	:1


	
	Apologies 
Mr R Smith, Cllr Tim Rolt, Cllr P Giddings
	Action

	
	Register of Interest

No interests were registered for the meeting.
	

	
	Urgent Matters

None raised.
	

	
	Minutes of meeting 8th July 2013 amended and signed.
	

	
	Public Participation

Ms K Slawska introduced herself as the Neighbourhood Warden working with Age UK to improve the quality of life for senior citizens. Grants of up to £1000 are available specifically to help elder parishioners through the winter months. After some discussion it was felt that the coffee morning may be able to benefit from this. Funds must be spent between November and January and the closing date for applications is 4th October. Ms Slawska also offered to see if any funding would be available to contribute towards the defibrillator. She was thanked for coming to the meeting.

Mr J Clark informed the Council that the old school kitchen is in danger of falling into a state of disrepair following a recent flood due to a burst pipe and an infestation of rats. He requested that the PC write to HCC property department to see how the building could be acquired for the benefit of the village – a storage facility or a youth club were amongst possible uses considered. 

The heating system in the Hall has been completely renewed by Mr Clark at a considerable saving to the Hall funds. Thanks were extended to him on behalf of the parish. 
	KS
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	Matters Arising

1. The defibrillator is to be collected next week. Amanda Taylor is organising the printing of the leaflets which will be sent to each household. There is no ideal process for calling out a volunteer respondent. The remote location of certain properties, the rota of volunteers, the timing of any unforeseen event all mean that no positive outcome can ever be guaranteed in any emergency. Realistic expectations need to be set. However it is felt that “something is better than nothing.” A launch event and training are still to be organised.

2. Chair had completed the Highways survey.

3. The ice signs have been removed.

4. The tree that was reported as dangerous near Underwood is not deemed to be falling over.
	MK



	
	Correspondence

Chair reported that he had written to Wiltshire County Council regarding poor state of the road through to Fosbury and Oxenwood and the ongoing drainage problems at the bottom of Conholt Hill.

Minutes from the Multi Use Sports Ground committee had been circulated. A planning application is required for the floodlights but not for enlarging the surface or fences. It was formally resolved that Nicky Haigh be authorised to act as the Agent on behalf of the Parish Council. It is unclear what fee will be charged for this application.

Chairman had passed concern regarding the missing cones at Upton onto Paul Walsh HCC.  The ditch cannot be seen and is dangerous. A further reminder is to be sent. A Highways review meeting is due to be held shortly.

The VoY 2013 competition awards ceremony is due to be held in the hall on Sept 25th. Chair and clerk are both unable to attend. Cllr Brignell will stand in as Chair and introduce the evening. Clerk to send invitations to all village organisations who participated last year.

PCSO David Trowbridge had sent details of the Safer Neighbourhood Scheme event on Oct 16th. Poster to be placed on noticeboard.

An email from HARAH regarding affordable housing had been circulated. Ten possible sites had been identified but only 3 offer any real potential. Landowner willingness to sell land is an issue that needs clarifying. An offer of a parcel of land to be made available to the parish council if planning permission were to be granted for 10 houses along Bulpitts Hill was rejected. Chair to inform landowner. Chair to invite representatives from HARAH and TVBC to next meeting to discuss. Clerk to place on agenda.

Councillors Reports

Cllr Brignell – Nothing to report
Cllr Watkins advertised a Full of Life Event and requested a poster be placed on the noticeboard.

Cllr Knight reported that a bin at the Burydene was overflowing.Chair to mention to Chair of PFA. Also reported was a large branch of a tree lying on the ground. Cllr Knight also reported that the access gate to the water treatment plant had been left unlocked. He had reported it to Aster.

Cllr Drury had received complaints pertaining to bird scarers which had been very loud during the summer months. A landowner who had been contacted had tried to locate them away from houses. They will not be used for another 3 or 4 years as they related to a specific crop. Cllr Drury also reported that the 30 mph sign is obscured by hedgerows. These need to be cleared.
Cllr Perry reported that Mrs Dot Raynsford is due to retire from the Sunday School after 47 years. The Parish Council extended their thanks to her. It was also noted that 11 year old Mr H Cramsie has become Head Chorister at Winchester Cathedral. Both of these remarkable achievements were applauded and the Chair will write to both. Cllr Perry also drew attention to the next charity walk on Oct 5th.
Cllr Winch reported a stump sticking out onto the road near Upton is dangerous. Cllr Brignell offered to talk to the landowner.

Cllr Garbutt. Nothing to report.

Footpaths
Peter Watson HCC has agreed to move the stile on FP 19 back to try to minimise the danger to walkers on the bend of the road. Cllr Watkins to follow this up. 
FP13 had been cleared by the land owner and the Chair had thanked them. 
A broken stile on FP2 has been removed.

Cllr Watkins will put up signs to ask dog owners to clear up after their dog.
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	Planning

Cllr Giddings will be notified as soon as any decision is made regarding the new access at Burydene Cottages. The decision has been delegated to officers.
13/01840/LBWN – replacement windows Berneval - No comment

13/01901/FULLN Demolition of building and extension The Nook  - No comment

13/01850/TREEN Fell trees at Ashton Cottage – No comment
Finance
The clerk requested that any payments due for the wildflower meadow were only made by her. Any monies held outside the PC accounts to be incorporated at such time that invoices fall due.
It was noted that the work undertaken by John Clark to install the new heating system was not inconsiderable and had saved the community a significant amount of money. It was agreed that as a gesture of thanks the chairman should purchase a gift of wine.
Audit £120 – thanks were extended to the clerk for a clean audit sheet.
Ambulance service £1836.00
TVBC Grass cutting. £986.21

Meeting finished 9.30pm. 

Date of next meeting: 14th October 2013 
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