Vernhams Dean Parish Council

	MINUTES OF MEETING
	:12th May 2014

	TIME OF MEETING
	:7.30 p m 

	venue of meeting
	:Millennium Hall Vernham Dean

	Type of meeting
	:ORDINARY

	present
	:Mrs M PErry (MP)

	
	:mr h watkins (HW)

	
	:MRS J DRURY (JD)

	
	:Mr M Knight (MK)

	
	:mr r smith (rs)

	
	:Mr J Garbutt (JG)

	Chaired by
	:mrs d Brignell (db)

	in attendance
	:Mrs K Nightingale (KN)

:Cllr P Giddings (PG)

	Parishioners
	:3


	
	Apologies 
Mr R Winch, Cllr Tim Rolt

Election of Officers

Mr John Garbutt had previously announced his intention to stand down as Chairman after 13 years. 

Cllr Smith proposed that Di Brignell be elected as Chairman, Cllr Watkins seconded the proposal and all members voted in favour. Cllr Watkins proposed Michael Knight as Vice Chair, this was seconded by Roger Smith and was carried unanimously. 

The following offices were appointed:

Office

Councillor May 14   

Planning sub-committee

John Garbutt  Chair

Julie Drury

Roger Smith  

Di Brignell

Village Hall

Mary Perry  

School Governor

Julie Drury

Playing Fields

Kristie Grant. Make this a regular agenda item

Transport , roads and highways

Michael Knight

Tree Warden

Paul Nicoll

TVAPC

Rota – Ensure agenda item is relavant.  

Footpaths

Haydn Watkins

Internal Auditor

Tammy King

Flooding  

Richard Winch

Di Brignell

Community Action Rep

Mary Perry  

Neighbourhood Watch & SLR co-ordinator

Michael Knight

Website administrator

Roger Smith


	Action

	
	Register of Interest
All new forms were issued and competed. Clerk to get Cllr Winch to complete his.

No interests were registered for the meeting.
	KN

	
	Urgent Matters

None raised.
	

	
	Minutes of meeting 14th April agreed and signed.
	

	
	Public Participation

Cllr Giddings raised awareness of his £500 Ward based grant which is available.
	

	
	Matters Arising

1. Chair to write to Mr & Mrs Young with cheque. Actioned

2. Clerk claim cost of fence panel under Bellwin Scheme. Actioned. No payment yet received.

3. PN to see what help HCC will give for costs of flooding. HCC will cover all reinstatement costs to car park and School Close. 

4. Send copies of quote to councillors and PFA chair. Actioned.

5. Inform PFA that extra items will not be included. Actioned.

6. Chair to follow up reinstatement of well cover. Still outstanding Chair to speak to landowner.

Flooding Task Force Update

Jill Scrivener gave a report on the progress of the taskforce. To be known as FTF.  She is the Chair of the group. The group is focussing on 2 main areas:

To establish an emergency response plan designed to equip the community to deal with future flooding events

To work towards the establishment of permanent flood defences, not only for Vernham Dean/Upton but for the Bourne Valley as a whole.

She had attended a meeting in London and had made contact with representatives from all the relevant authorities, with the exception of the Environment Agency. It is hoped that all of these agencies will attend a meeting on19th June. Minutes of all meetings will be circulated to the Parish Council.

Cllr Garbutt raised the question of enmainment as it is unclear what enmainment actually occurred in 2005. Cllr Garbutt to see if he can find relevant information and pass it to Mrs Scrivener.

Cllr Brignell reported that Upton also have a flood task force which has met twice. They are keen to ensure riparian owners meet their responsibilities with regard to ditching. An informal study of the levels of water and drainage has raised some obvious areas of concern.

Flooding Matters

Cllr Giddings raised awareness of the Business Support Scheme and the fact that parishioners who have had to leave their home can apply for Council Tax Relief. It appeared that different parishioners have had differing experiences of this.

The Chair of the PFA updated the Council on progress at the Burydene. A grant from Sport England appears to be the best way to finance the topsoiling and re-seeding of the football pitch. A verbal quote from Cummins had been received and it was agreed to proceed asap with this. The area will need to be fenced off for at least 3 months. Cllr Smith will be the contact for this work. PFA Chair to see if they have resources to tape area.

HCC will carry out the work on the ditch and repositioning of the gate. Council needs to liaise closely with Paul Nicoll to make sure this happens. 

Damage was caused to Mrs Pringles garden and Cummins are in the process of quoting for this. It was felt that as this work was done primarily to save the school it is pertinent that HCC should pay the bill. 

A decision on what to do with the pumps that are stored in the old kitchen is required. It was agreed that the FTF should be approached initially to see if they have any solution. Clerk to organise.


	DB

JG

RS

KG

KN



	
	Correspondence

An email from Cllr Rolt had been received outlining his list of problem areas on the highways following the flood. Some issues have already been rectified. The hole in the pavement at Shepherds Rise was not mentioned. Cllr Garbutt had previously chased this but will do so again.

Letter from Sevenoaks Town Council regarding payment of proportion of business rates directly to town councils. No further action.

Councillors Reports

Cllr Perry reported that the recent charity walk had raised £970 for Dialysis and MS charities.

Cllr Drury will chase P Walsh at HCC regarding the blocked drain at Vernham Street. Bird scarers are in place in Littledown which will undoubtedly lead to complaints from parishioners. Water meters have been installed in Vernham Street. 

Cllr Smith reported that he will meet with the new editor of FOCUS to discuss the integration of the website and the magazine.

Cllr Knight had had a discussion regarding trees on the Burydene. One has lost a major limb and needs attention. This is a commemorative tree so cannot be removed. There is a diseased tree near the swings which need removing. 

Cllr Watkins reported back on a meeting he had attended regarding the NWDAONB Leader programme.

Footpaths
 The dog hole on FP10 has not been fixed and there is no legal obligation on the landowner to do so. Cllr Watkins to have another word with the landowner.
	JG

HW

	 
	Planning

No new applications received.

The sub committee had looked at 14/00879/LBWN Replacement of 11 windows at Beeches Farmhose Vernham Dean. No comment.
Finance

The following cheques were authorised for payment:

Came & Co. Insurance £950.29

Clerk expenses for 2013 £80.00

Meeting finished 9.20pm. 

Date of next meeting: 14th July 2014
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