Vernhams Dean Parish Council

	MINUTES OF MEETING
	:9th March 2015

	TIME OF MEETING
	:7.30 p m 

	venue of meeting
	:Millennium Hall Vernham Dean

	Type of meeting
	:ORDINARY

	present
	:Mrs M PErry (MP)

	
	:MRS J DRURY (JD)

	
	:Mr M Knight (MK)

	
	:Mr R WINCH (RW)

	
	:Mr J Garbutt (JG)

	
	:MR h watkins (HW)

	
	:Mr r SMITh (RS)

	Chaired by
	:mrs d Brignell (db)

	in attendance
	:Mrs K Nightingale (KN)

:Ms K Grant (KG)

:Cllr P giddings (PG)

	Parishioners
	:5


	1.
	Apologies 
Cllr T Rolt, Mrs J Scrivener
	Action

	2.
	Register of Interest
Cllr Smith declared an interest in Planning Application 15/00424/FULLN and left the room while it was discussed. See item 15.
	

	3.
	Urgent Matters

None raised.
	

	4.
	Minutes of meeting 12th January agreed and signed.
	

	5.
	Public Participation

A parishioner brought the council’s attention to the fact that the footpath linking the school to the village hall had been installed despite the fact that he as the landowner had not given permission. He was advised to write to TVBC stating that he understands that they are liable should any damage be incurred on the ancient chalk wall and also that if any person was injured as a result of the wall crumbling or falling he would not be held liable. It is also understood that TVBC will be responsible for mowing the lawn either side of the path.
	

	6.
	Update from the Playing Field Association

The installation of the MUGA is now complete and the only outstanding item is the painting of the lines which will be done as soon as the correct temperature is reached. Membership fees have been published in FOCUS and are now being taken. A grand opening event is due to be held on 31st May and will feature a sports tournament on the new court. Other fundraising events are planned throughout the year. The PFA Chairman and the team were congratulated on this achievement. The installation of a new picnic bench has had an impact on the boys football pitch.  The goals will be moved in the summer. Another team had approached Cllr Smith about using the pitch. The clerk referred to the constitution which specifies that use of the facility is for parishioners.

Cllr Garbutt drew attention to the change in Sec 106 funding for outdoor space. It is being changed to the Community Levy (CiL). The consultation process ends on May 8th. We will need to draw up a new list of projects to ensure we continue to receive funding. Clerk to forward the email from TVBC to the PFA Chair.
	KN

	7.
	Update from Flood Task Force.
Mrs Scrivener was unable to attend the meeting. It is understood that the joint meeting of all agencies that was due to take place at the end of January had not taken place. Cllr Winch to contact Mrs Scrivener for an update. She has promised to attend the next PC meeting. 
	RW

	8.
	MUGA Finance
 Meetings had taken place between the Treasurer of the PFA and the clerk to agree the process of paying for the MUGA. Grant money will be released upon invoice receipt and paid to the PC. The money will then be paid to the PFA. The bank has confirmed the size of the cheque is not a problem. The Chair of the PC signed the lottery application form at the beginning of the meeting. 

An additional premium of approximately £300 is payable if we wish to insure the court and fencing and floodlights for accidental damage. Clerk to check with the insurers how we stand if vandalism occurs.
	

	9.
	Risk Assessment
The clerk is in the process of putting together a risk assessment policy for the workings of the Council. An example had been sent to the Council and in principle was felt to be appropriate.  Clerk to pursue.
	KN

	10.
	Highways

Mrs Kent is trying to arrange a meeting with Hampshire Highways (Paul Walsh) to identify the optimum location for the sump. Three locations have been identified as possibly suitable. HCC have said that responsibility for financing this lies with the Environment Agency. Other interested parties such as BT and Aster Housing may also need to be consulted. 

The potholes around Vernham Street and Littledown were sprayed at the weekend but there are still some near the old dairy and Rockmor Pond that have not been rectified. Also outstanding is the ponding in Upton and the footpath by Mulberry Cottage is beginning to break up. Mr Bassett informed the Council that a meeting between himself and HCC to discuss the issue of flooding at the bottom of Conholt Hill had taken place. Two solutions were offered: a soakaway or a pond. However finances mean nothing will be actioned before the next Financial Year. 
	

	11.
	Matters Arising

1. Large transactions from PC bank account. Actioned.

2. Flood grant recipients. JG to check 1 parishioner. Actioned.

3. Advertise for new councillors. Actioned. Councillors were reminded that they needed to complete nomination papers and hand deliver them to TVBC.

4. Follow up progress on PO Alley. This application is now 5th in the queue. The urgency has been stressed to HCC. Any impairment to the footpath would be an offence and action would be taken.  

5. Thank landowner for repairing stiles. Actioned.

6. Outbuilding at pub. No update. Leave on agenda.
	

	12.
	Correspondence
1. Parish Council Elections – email 27.1.15. Circulated. See item 11.3

2. Southern Water bills – email 3.2.15 Still no information on when meters may be installed.

3. Hampshire & IOW Village of the Year competition – email 11.2.15 Perhaps next year would be a good time to enter once the MUGA is up and running. Send details to the pub as they may wish to enter the pub is the hub section again. 

4. Consultation document on Gypsy and Traveller DPD. Comments to TVBC by 20th March. 
	KN

	13.


	Councillors Reports
Cllr Perry informed the council that the family of Michael Wittingham wished to have a commemorative bench in his name in the village. The pond was suggested as a possible site subject to the agreement of the immediate neighbours. Cllr Perry to follow up.

Cllr Drury had attended a training course for new school governors. The school is in the process of recruiting a new headmaster as the current one leaves at the end of May.
	MP

	14.
	Footpaths
The damage to the stile caused by an angry parishioner on FP 13 had not been repaired. 

A finger post is lying in the copse on the path that leads from the bottom of Conholt hill through the kissing gate. Needs replacing.
	

	15.
	Planning

15/00087/TREEN Fell tree, Myrtle cottage. No comment.

15/00520/TREEN Fell tree Garden Cottage. No comment.

15/00424/FULLN extension 11 Shepherds Rise. Objection. Overdevelopment of site.


	

	16.
	Finance

Hills Construction. £300 flood repair work

PFA £1168.00 Sec 106 grant received. Paid Feb 2015

PFA £5000 PC to help VAT cash flow

PFA £ 1383.22 Maintenance

K Nightingale £455.27 salary Q4

HMRC £113.80   PAYE tax Q4

The quote for grass cutting received from TVBC was agreed.
	

	17.

 
	Meeting finished:  9.00pm

Date of next meeting: Monday 11th May 2015 Annual Parish Meeting followed by ordinary meeting.
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