Vernhams Dean Parish Council

	MINUTES OF MEETING
	:9th November 2015

	TIME OF MEETING
	:7.30 pm 

	venue of meeting
	:Millennium Hall Vernham Dean

	Type of meeting
	:ORDINARY

	present
	:mr m knight (MK)

	
	:mr h watkins (HW)

	
	:mr will hawkins (WH)

	
	:MRS M PERRY (MP)

	
	:MR R SMITH (RS)

	
	: Mr P Niccol (PN)

	
	:MRs J DRURY (JD)

	Chaired by
	:mr R winch (Rw)

	in attendance
	:Mrs K Nightingale (KN)

:Cllr P Giddings

	Parishioners
	:3


	
	C
	Action

	
	Register of Interest
No interests registered. Forms were returned by 7 councillors. Cllr Hawkins to complete his and return to clerk.
	WH

	
	Urgent Matters

None raised.
	

	
	Minutes of meeting 14th September agreed and signed.
	

	
	Public Participation

None
	

	
	Update from the PFA

Miss Kristie Grant reported that the Fireworks evening had been a great success with attendance believed to be around 700+ There is still work to be done in the clearing up phase and unfortunately a marquee was damaged in the overnight winds. Different entertainment and a larger beer tent also contributed to the success and the display was excellent. Huge thanks and congratulations are due to Simon Tilling who has managed this for 26 years! Final financial figures are not yet available.

Village calendars are now available for sale.

Kristie gave notice that she intends to stand down as Chairperson at the AGM in January. New committee members are needed. An advert to be placed on FOCUS. Thanks were extended to Kristie for a great Fireworks evening and for her hard work as Chairperson over the last 2 years.
	

	
	Update from the Flood Group 
Mrs Jill Scrivener updated the Council on the work of the Flood Group. Defra have made £78k available to the Bourne Valley to allow investigations to proceed into what works can be undertaken to mitigate future flooding. This has come about primarily due to the collaborative nature of the way this group has organised itself and worked. It is believed that approximately £500k would be needed to undertake the perceived necessary works. A photographic plan of the valley has been produced but there are some anomalies which need following up. Although we just missed out on the 6 year spending plan (due to unfortunate timing) Simon Cramp has not completely given up hope that we may be able to be included.  An EA study of the stream and riverbed and a sediment study are all awaited. Cllr Tim Rolt has provided invaluable support to the project.

A public meeting is to be held in VD Village Hall on Wednesday 11th November to launch the Emergency Plan. It will be chaired by Mrs R Kent. The document is to be placed on the village website and hard copies have been produced for those attending the meeting. 
	

	
	Update on Highways Issues. 

The pothole at Upton has been repaired and the trees on the A343 have been cleared. A new pothole on Rockmoor Lane has been reported. The culvert on the S Bend is now very silted up and needs clearing. Cllr Knight to follow up with HCC Highways (Paul Walsh.) The junction of the C21and A343 at Hurstbourne Tarrant poses a hazard to traffic turning off the A343 if there is traffic queuing 
	

	
	Matters Arising

1. Work is due to commence on installing the sump at Dean Terrace on Thursday – weather permitting. This is being paid for by HCC. A second sump is to be installed in School Close. BT have to undertake a survey of underground cables and funding is still being finalised. A quote for the works is required. Thanks extended to Cllr Knight and Mr Nick Brown for their work on this.

2. Tree at Poplars farmyard. Landowner has to determine risk and what action to take. Cllr Nicoll believes there is an 80 percent chance it will fall within 5 years due to disease. Tree at Underwood has been reported as potentially dangerous. Cllr Nicoll couldn’t see any movement but agreed that some weight could be reduced from the top. Will discuss with landowner. Trees at Playing Field require maintenance work to be carried out. Approximately £1500 is required to crown clean and remove deadwood in order to prevent accidents.

3. PO Alley. Chair had advised Mr Rainey that the Council intends to keep the application to make it a public right of way. Chair requested that Mr Rainey inform the Council of any change to his position on the matter. Application is registered under the name of Mr Garbutt. Cllr knight to change this.

4. School kitchen. School would wish to see new ovens installed at school but any decision is unlikely to be taken until a anew headteacher is appointed. 

5. The village plan is quite out of date. This was a TVBC led initiative so it was decided to take no further action unless instigated by TVBC.
	PN
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	Councillor Reports
Cllr Knight has replaced the pads on the defibrillator. (See finance) and has organised a training session on Dec 4th. Cllrs Hawkins and Nicoll offered to become volunteers.

Cllr Watkins had received a letter in response to his complaint about the time it took for an ambulance to reach the village.

Cllr Perry informed the Council that the next oil syndicate order would be the last placed before Christmas.

Chairman reminded new councillors of requirement to attend training course. A village quiz is being organised to raise money for the village hall. He is to be in touch with Hannah Clarke about updating the PC website.

Footpaths
FP19 is clear but a sign may help advise road users of the safety issue. Cllr Knight to ask Cllr Rolt if such a sign could be made available.
	RW
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	Planning

The sub committee had reviewed to following applications:

15/02394/FULLN Myrtle Cottage retention of fence – No comment

15/02264/FULLN 15 Shepherds Rise extension– No comment

15/02342/FULLN Newmans Cottage Henley extension – No comment

The following was reviewed at the full meeting: 

15/02646/FULLN 17 Shepherds Rise extension – No comment.

The proposed development at Myrtle Cottage is understood to be going to committee. Cllr Giddings will find out the situation and advise.

Finance

Current balance: Lloyds: £13,106.95 

The budget will be reviewed by clerk and chair. An increase in the precept may be necessary to cover the cost of the tree maintenance discussed earlier in the meeting as no provision had been made for this. Meeting next Monday to discuss.
Invoices to be authorised: 

M Knight defib pads £52.74
VDPFA Maintenance £255.63
Village hall contribution £1500

Village hall hire £100

Meeting finished 9.00pm. 

Date of next meeting: 11th Jan 2016
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